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Speaking up for ourselves and
breaking down barriers



Introduction

Our Way Self Advocacy 2010/2011

-
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A message from Our Wayds Mana

2011 has been a year of change and hard work, as well as being very exciting.
We have moved to new offices in Church Street, Kidderminster, making us
much easier for people to access.

We have a great training room that we use for our self
advocacy group meetings and training. This room is
available to hire by other organisations - please contact
our office for details.

Social Our Way Self Advocacy has successfully become a
Enterprise | registered Social Enterprise.

TRADING FOR PEQPLE AMD PLANET

Our very enthusiastic Management Committee takes an active role in the
running of Our Way with lots of great ideas.

0 ® e
Our Way runs several successful projects, including
Both Ways, Stars in the Sky and our self advocacy W
groups. We are very pleased to say we have a new e S et
project called Safer Communities. Safety Partnership

The success of Our Way is totally because we have a very hard working and
loyal team of staff and committed trustees, members and volunteers.

Volunteers are very important to Our Way and we really value
their input. If you would like to join us we will give you support
and training.

Sylvia Lacy
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Message from the Chair

Our Way Self Advocacy is led by people with learning disabilities and their
views and ideas play a valuable part in the running of our organisation. We
always listen to what our members say they want and need and work hard to
find the funding to develop appropriate projects.

Our projects include Both Ways (Housing), Stars in the Sky, DY10 Nightclub,
Self Advocacy Groups, a Football Team and a Safer Communities project.

None of this would have been possible without the hard work and commitment

of our staff and volunteers who are al wa\
ensure that our activities are successful. | must also mention the Management

Group and Board of Trustees who continue to be committed to making sure

Our Way Self Advocacy moves onwards and upwards.

The present financial outlook for the charity sector is still not looking good -
however, we are optimistic about a successful future as we continue our efforts
to find the right funding opportunities and develop our excellent projects.

Fred Mumford
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Self Advocacy Groups

There are 8 self advocacy groups: Independence 1st, Steps, Freedom
Fighters, Focus (Kidderminster College), Our Group, Friends United, Shoot for
the Stars and Sideways.

OQur Wayb6s speaking up groups have had a |
lots of projects, sharing views and ideas.

Self Advocacy groups meet every 3 weeks. Members support each other and
are able to exchange information. They support each other to take part in
community events and activities.

Worcester University
Members of Our Way met with Student Disability Nurses and spoke
about their experiences when using the health service.

Build for the Future

Our Way members go
to Build for the Future
Meetings and have
taken part in
consultations such as
Changes in Social
Care, Human Rights,
Employment, Hate and
Crime.
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Transition Pathway
Training

Young people took
part and spoke at the
Transition Pathway
training days.

Barclays Bank
Project

We worked with
BILD and Barclays
Bank on a

Skills Pro
helped to make a
DVD and

information pack
about how to open
a bank account and
look after your
money.

Keeping Safe

We held a O0Keepin
evening to launch the Our
Way Keeping Safe Cards.




Members of Steps

9.11.11

Members of Independent 1st

Members of Friends United

West Midlands Regional

Forum

We meet with other self
advocacy groups from the West
Midlands and share information
about the work of self advocacy
projects in the region.

Stars United
Our Way has its own football

team called Stars United. They
won all three of their matches
in the first tournament.

Members of Shoot for the
Stars having a picnic

Members of Freedom Fighters



